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The ICCN Statement
Letter of ICCN Director to his Colleagues in the United States and around the world
My dear friends and colleagues,

On behalf of the Board and entire staff of ICCN, | want to send you my deepest condolances for
the tragic events that have unfolded in the past 24 hoursin the United States. We want to express
our sympathy to the families of al those that have been emotionally and physically wounded by
thisinhumane act. The autrocities that we have witnessed viatelevision here in Georgia seem
almost unbelievable, but still we have hope that these horrific events will strengthen us
spiritually, and bring us together in a united fight against terrorist activity. Please believe us that
these feelings are shared by the entire Georgian society.

In peace and brotherhood,

George Khutsishvili
Director of the International Center on Conflict and Negotiation

Thilisi, Georgia, September 2001



Responses to ICCN regarding our letter of condolence that was sent to our many
friends and colleagues all over the world:

“Dear George:

We want to thank for your message of condolence to al of us at the National Peace Foundation.
At atime of nameless faceless violence, it is comforting to receive human messages of
understanding from across the world.

No American could wake on Wednesday morning without the sense that our world has changed.
But it will be important that our nation’ s response is measured and careful, without mirroring or
escal ating the devastation imposed by terrorists upon the innocent. We will al be working to
assure such aresponse.

And while none of us has suffered personal |osses, none can escape the shock and emptiness
which follows this tragedy. We need to work together to overcome the feelings of alienation and
hopel essness which can result in violence, as we also learn to deal with the world’ s changing
realities.

Thank you for reaching out to see us. We hope we can work together for a better future. Our best
wishesto you at ICCN.”

Sarah Harder
President and Stephen Strickland, Chair, National Peace Foundation

“Dear Friends Shiva, Anthony, George, Paul, Jack and Mira - oceans and thousands of miles
away from us, yet so close in our sorrow:

We are grateful to you, our friends, for your words of condolence and also hope, strength,
encouragement and energy. We thank you for sharing our grief with us and all those who are
directly or indirectly affected by thisincredible act of inhumanity.

My family, my friends and IMTD are committed more deeply and more intensely than ever to
deal with conflict, to help those who hate, and to rebuild the trust that has been lost in the past
few days.

I will keep this message short so that the internet space is free for those who need it to
communicate with dear ones who need their help.

Thank you again for your kind and loving thoughts and let us continue to work together - we
simply must - there is no alternative.

In deep gratitude for your friendship and support.”

Ambassador John W. McDonald,
wife Christel G. McDonald, our family and IMTD

“Dear Denaand Irakli,

Many thanks for thinking about us and for your support. We never expected something like that
to happen in this country. This tragedy one more time indicates how small and interdependent
theworld is.

We hope to write you in length later, but at this point we wanted to thank you again and say that
we are together, even if thousands of miles, kilometers, centimeters, millimeters and,
particularly, inches are between us. Thisiswhat gives us hope and strength.”

Maia and Mamuka Tsereteli
America-Georgia Business Development Council



“In his approach Huntington seems closer to the perception of radicals than to reality, his view
itself is culturalist-essentialist. It appears to me that the problem is also not vested with the
psychology of the perpetrators of terrorist actions; people psychologically capable of such
actions one would expect to find in all societies. The central question is how society is
controlling and channeling violence.

The state with a monopoly of violence has been the most popular and most efficient model of
late. Networks of professional terrorists using stateless societies (like Afghanistan) but existing
and operating without centre internationally and very flexibly and possibly serving the interest of
other states when they please or when it paysis the problem and will became only more acute in
the future.

Statehood, weakened by processesinitiated in the Western World (and usually summed up as
Postmodernism or “End of Westphalia”), is under attack more than anything else. And the
clumsy rhetoric of statesmen today, searching desperately for a state to identify and punish,
shows that outside their borders states are unable to function in terms of conflict without a state-
counterpart.

A very unpleasant consequence might well be awave of punishment of weak states for their
weakness. Russian rhetoric against NIS harbouring terrorists (and, as a matter of fact, not
controlling significant parts of their territory) may go less challenged after the NY attack. If the
US will take sustained and violent action against, for example, the weakness of Afghan
statehood without facilitating a stronger, functional alternative (as was the case in Y ugoslavia)
the consequences may be highly destabilising for the region. | wonder if the very concept of
statehood will be capable of reinventing itself to counter the stresses network-soci ety/-capital /-
terrorismisposing to it.”

Jan Koehler
Berlin, Germany

“Dear George,

Thank you for sending out the message expressing some thoughts on how the tragic attacksin
the US could happen. It is truly atremendous shock to have such a massive loss of innocent
human life, wherever this may be in the world. | have been actually surprised by the moderation
in the US press now, after this horrible tragedy, that people are not generaly calling for
indiscriminate vengeance, and that even in such circumstances, people express concern that it
does not lead to the suffering of other innocent civilians elsewhere in the world, and that it
should be absolutely clear who the perpetrators are before any action is taken, etc. There have
also been many calls not to blame particular ethnic groups and that any

actions /attacks against such communities will be strictly dealt with and stopped. | think this
points alot to the strength of the society and the true commitment to fairness and democratic
values that most Americans have - even in such horrific circumstances.”

Lara Olson
Collaborative for Development Action, Cambrridge, Massachussets, USA

Some Additional voices in response to the September 11th tragedy
Chomsky Note...
Today’ s attacks were major atrocities. In terms of number of victims they do not reach the level

of many others, for example, Clinton’s bombing of the Sudan with no credible pretext,
destroying half its pharmaceutical supplies and probably killing tens of thousands of people, (no



one knows, because the US blocked an inquiry at the UN and no one cares to pursue it). Not to
speak of much worse cases, which easily come to mind. But that this week a horrendous crimein
not in doubt. The primary victims, as usual, were working people: janitors, secretaries, firemen,
etc. It islikely to proveto be a crushing blow to Palestinians and other poor and oppressed
people. It isaso likely to lead to harsh security controls, with many possible ramifications for
undermining civil liberties and internal freedom.

The events reveal, dramatically, the foolishness of ideas about “missile defense”. As has been
obvious al along, and pointed out repeatably by strategic analysts, if anyone wantsto cause
immense damage in the US, including weapons of mass destruction, they are highly unlikely to
launch amissile attack, thus guaranteeing their immediate destruction.

There are innumerable easier ways that are basically unstoppable. But today’ s events will,
nonetheless, be used to increase the pressure to devel op these systems and put them into place.
“Defense” isathin cover for plans for militariation of space, and with good PR, even the
flimsiest arguments will carry some weight among a frightened public. In short, the crimeisa
gift to the hard jingoist right, those who hope to use force to control their domains. That is even
putting aside the likely US actions, and what they will trigger - possibly more attacks like this
one, or worse. The prospects ahead are even more ominous than they appeared to be before the
latest atrocities.

Noam Chomsky
MIT, Dr. of Linguistics and Political Philosophy, USA

Compassion and Revenge
By Gary Zukav

The attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon are occasions of great significance.
They are opportunities for you to feel inside, to find those parts of yourself that arein fear, and to
make the decision to move forward in your life without fear. That is the challenge for each
individual on this planet today. The pursuit of external power - the ability to manipulate and
control - creates only violence and destruction. The painful eventsin New Y ork and Washington
are living examples of that reality.

The causal chain that created this violence is one in which compassion and wisdom are absent.
Are wisdom and compassion present in you as you watch television, and read the papers? It is
important to realize that you do not know all that came to conclusion, or into karmic balance, as
aresult of these events. Because you are not able to know al that can be known about them, you
are not in a position to judge them.

When you are able to look at the events of the Earth School from this perspective, you will see
clearly the central importance of therole that you play init. That roleisthis: It isfor you to
decide what you will contribute to thisworld. Many will be asking your opinion of these events.
Each question is an opportunity for you to contribute to the love that isin the world or to the fear
that isin the world. Thisis the same opportunity that presentsitself to you at each moment.

If you hate those who hate, you become like them. Y ou add to the violence and the destructive
energy that now fills our world. As you make the decision to see that those who committed these
acts of violence were in extreme pain themselves, and that they were fueled by the violent parts
of ourselves—the parts that judge without mercy, strike in anger, and rejoice in the suffering of
others. They were our proxy representatives. If you can look with compassion upon those who
have suffered and those who have committed acts of cruelty alike, then you will see that all are
suffering. The remedy for suffering is not to inflict more suffering.

Thisis an opportunity for a massive expression of compassion. It is also an opportunity for a
massive expression of revenge. Which world do you intend to live in— aworld of revenge or a
world of compassion?



The awesome cruelty of a doomed people
By Robert Fisk

So it has come to this. The entire modern history of the Middle East - the collapse of the
Ottoman empire, the Balfour declaration, Lawrence of Arabia slies, the Arab revolt, the
foundation of the state of Israel, four Arab-Israeli wars and the 34 years of Isragl’ s brutal
occupation of Arab land - all erased within hours as those who claim to represent a crushed,
humiliated population struck back with the wickedness and awesome cruelty of a doomed
people. Isit fair - isit moral - to write this so soon, without proof, without a shred of evidence,
when the last act of barbarism in Oklahoma turned out to be the work of home-grown
Americans? | fear itis. Americaisat war and, unless | am grotesquely mistaken, many thousands
more are now scheduled to die in the Middle East, perhaps in Americatoo. Some of us warned
of “the explosion to come’’. But we never dreamed this nightmare.

And yes, Osama bin Laden comes to mind, his money, his theology, his frightening dedication to
destroy American power. | have sat in front of bin Laden as he described how his men helped to
destroy the Russian army in Afghanistan and thus the Soviet Union. Their boundless confidence
allowed them to declare war on America. But thisis not the war of democracy vs terror that the
world will be asked to believe in the coming hours and days. It is also about American missiles
smashing into Palestinian homes and US helicopters firing missiles into a L ebanese ambulance
in 1996 and American shells crashing into avillage called Qana afew days later and about a

L ebanese militia - paid and uniformed by America s Isradli aly - hacking and raping and
murdering their way through refugee camps.

No, there is no doubting the utter, indescribable evil of what has happened in the United States.
That Palestinians could celebrate the massacre of 20,000, perhaps 35,000 innocent people is not
only asymbol of their despair but of their political immaturity, of their failure to grasp what they
had always been accusing their Israeli enemies of doing: acting disproportionately. But we were
warned. All the years of rhetoric, al the promisesto strike at the heart of America, to cut off the
head of “the American snake’’ we took for empty threats. How could a backward, conservative,
undemocratic and corrupt group of regimes and small, violent organizations fulfil such
preposterous promises? Now we know.

And in the hours that followed yesterday’ s annihilation, | began to remember those other
extraordinary, unbelievable assaults upon the US and its allies, miniature now by comparison
with yesterdays’ casualties. Did not the suicide bombers who killed 241 American servicemen
and almost 100 French paratroops in Beirut on 23 October 1983, time their attacks with
unthinkable precision?

It was just 7 seconds between the Marine bombing and the destruction of the French three miles
away. Then there were the attacks on US bases in Saudi Arabia, and last year’s attempt - almost
successful it now turns out - to sink the USS Cole in Aiden. And then how easy was our failure
to recognize the new weapon of the Middle East which neither Americans or any other
Westerners could equal: the despair-driven, desperate suicide bomber.

All America s power, wealth - and arrogance, the Arabs will be saying - could not defend the
greatest power the world has ever known from this destruction.

For journalists, even those who have literally walked through the blood of the Middle East,
words dry up here. Awesome, terrible, unspeakable, unforgivable; in the coming days, these
words will become water in the desert. And there will be, naturally and inevitably, and quite
immorally, an attempt to obscure the historical wrongs and the blood and the injustices that lie
behind yesterday’ s firestorms. We will be told about “mindless terrorism’’, the “mindless’ bit
being essential if we are not to realise how hated America has become in the land of the birth of
three great religions.

Ask an Arab how he respondsto 20 or 30 thousand innocent deaths and he or she will respond as



good and decent people should, that it is an unspeakable crime. But they will ask why we did not
use such words about the sanctions that have destroyed the lives of perhaps half amillion
children in Iragq, why we did not rage about the 17,500 civilianskilled in Israel’s 1982 invasion
of Lebanon, why we allowed one nation in the Middle East to ignore UN Security Council
resolutions but bombed and sanctioned all others who did. And those basic reasons why the
Middle East caught fire last September - the Isragli occupation of Arab land, the dispossession of
Pal estinians, the bombardments and state sponsored executions, the Israeli tortures ... all these
must be obscured lest they provide the smallest fractional reason for yesterday’ s mass savagery.
No, Israel was not to blame - that we can be sure that Saddam Hussein and the other grotesque
dictators will claim so - but the malign influence of history and our share in its burden must
surely stand in the dark with the suicide bombers. Our broken promises, perhaps even our
destruction of the Ottoman Empire, led inevitably to this tragedy. America has bankrolled

Israel’ swars for so many yearsthat it believed this would be cost-free. No longer so. It would be
an act of extraordinary courage and wisdom if the United States was to pause for amoment and
reflect upon itsrole in the world, the indifference of its government to the suffering of Arabs, the
indolence of its current president.

But of course, the United States will want to strike back against “world terror’’, who can blame
them? Indeed, who could ever point the finger at Americans now for using that pejorative and
sometimes racist word “terrorism’’ ? There will be those swift to condemn any suggestion that
we should look for real historical reasons for an act of violence on this world-war scale. But
unless we do so, then we are facing a conflict the like of which we have not seen since Hitler's
death and the surrender of Japan. Korea, Vietnam, is beginning to fade away in comparison.
Eight years ago, | helped to make atelevision series that tried to explain why so many Muslims
had come to hate the West. Last night, | remembered some of those Muslimsin that film, their
families burnt by American-made bombs and weapons. They talked about how no one would
help them but God. Theology vs technology, the suicide bomber against the nuclear power. Now
we have learnt what this means.

A Second Day of Infamy: Terrorism in the U.S

Dennis J. D. Sandole
George Mason University, Virginia, USA

The U.S. has become a symbol for many of what iswrong in the world; e.g., conflict in the
Middle East, globalization, destruction of the environment. There is only one "Great Satan” and
we areit! Indeed, if the U.S. did not exist, it would probably have to be invented as the world's
primary bogey man.

Although we are not sure who sent hijacked planes careening into the World Trade Center and
the Pentagon, it is clear that the U.S. has recently been making lots of people angry: for opting
out of Kyoto, resisting attempts to control the spread of small arms, building amissile shield in
contravention of the 1972 ABM Treaty and most recently, undermining the prospects for success
of the UN Conference Against Racism in Durban, South Africa, by walking out on it.

The culprits of yesterday's terrorism may not be those directly affected by these acts of American
unilateralism; e.g., Palestinians or other marginalized groups, anti-globalization people, or
others. Instead, asimplied in the article run in The Washington Post on 2 September, about the
Wexelblat Disaster, they may constitute "the secondary effect": those who are bothered by, or
otherwise capitalize on others being affected directly by U.S. actions.

A magjor implication isthat, in addition to finding the culprits and preserving life in the short
term, the U.S. should focus on solving the problems worldwide for which it is-- rightly or
wrongly -- held responsible. Rather than disengage from global problems, or deal with only
some in a partisan manner, the U.S. should use the great |eadership potential inherent in its



superpower status to work with othersin global problemsolving in afair and just way.

For those who would declare that it would be prohibitively expensive for the U.S. to do this, |
would say that if the events of yesterday showed us anything, they demonstrated the near total
bankruptcy of the missile defense idea as well as the immeasurable costs of dealing with the
aftermath of the scale of

yesterday's paralyzing attacks.

Don't forget missile defense, but prioritize it in relation to more "technologically viable" threats
and in the process, enhance positive relations with the Russians and Chinese and, with the
resources spared the black hole of ideologically-based investment in missile defense and perhaps
new arms races, focus on solving other problems for which we are taking the rap.

A Dark Day in World History: Report of the Day After

By Dena L. Hawes
Visiting Fellow, ICCN

“Completely shocked...unbelievable” Y asser Arafat
“Mass Terrorism is the current evil of our world” Tony Blair

The September 11th terrorist attacksin New Y ork City and Washington, DC have been
portrayed as the worst in US history, and the event is being compared by many to that of Pearl
Harbor. Thousands of people have died, including hundreds of police, firefighters and rescue
personnel who were buried in the rubble when the North and South towers of the World Trade
Center collapsed, an hour after being hit by two hijacked planes.

President Bush, who, that morning, had been scheduled to fly from Florida to Washington, DC
was instead shuttled to a nuclear fallout center in Nebraska where he made a public address
saying that these “ acts of mass murder were intended to frighten Americansinto chaos and
retreat”, but that we will not retreat, and those responsible for the attacks will be *hunted down
and punished”. Hours later, the American people and the whole world were struggling to take it
alin.

New York’sfinancial district stood in shambles after the collapsed of the World Trade Center, a
symbol of global trade for the world. There is great risk around the instability of surrounding
buildings and secondary fires occurring in lower Manhattan. The forty-seven story Salomon
brothers building located next to the World Trade Center also collapsed, as well as a neighboring
hotel. The attack couldn’t have happened at a worse time for the world economy. Economists
had been predicting a slow down in the US economy, and now there is global fear that the events
of September 11th will bring on a full-blown economic recession, that will significantly effect
theworld at large. It appears as though the world economy is holding its breath, waiting to see
how quickly the US can restore confidence.

Shortly after the Trade Center attack, part of the Pentagon, headquarters for the US armed forces,
was badly damaged by another hi-jacked plane explosion, and the fire caused by the explosion
raged on for hours. Regarding the fallout of so much tragedy BBC correspondent Rob Watson
concisely stated that “the Fortress US had been breached and the American people are
shocked...”

Thetalk circulating all around the world is about who master-minded such awell orchestrated
and de-mobilizing attack on the two major power centers of the US and the world? Fingers were
immediately pointed at the well financed Osama bin Laden, and at Islamic terrorist groupsin



general. bin Laden, who has expressed a vehement hatred towards the US, has eluded security
and surveillance forces for years. He made a video taped address saying that he was not involved
in the terrorist attack, but that he supported the attack as it “ constitutes a reaction of the
oppressed people against the hands of the cruel.”

In response to the events of September 11, Robert Jensen wrote about incidents of cruelty that
happened at the hands of the US—events that he views as acts of terrorism. His writings bring
out the it for tat relationship that the US has created with much of the third world. For instance,
when the US tried to strike out at Osama bin Laden by bombing the vaccine manufacturing
company in Sudan, in retaliation for bin Laden’s believed involvement in the bombings of US
Embassiesin Africa. So the US bombed the one factory in central Africathat was manufacturing
critical vaccines for the children of that impoverished area. That bombing destroyed the factory
and killed thousands of innocent people, among them were afew of bin Laden’s Muslim
followers. Months later, the US realized that they hit the wrong target.

As Jenson wrote: “The deliberate killing of civilians for political purposes—that the US
government has committed during my lifetime... The list of countries and people who have felt
the violence of this country islong. For more than five decades throughout the Third World, the
United States has deliberately targeted civilians or engaged in violence so indiscriminate that
there is no other way to understand it except as terrorism...Vietnamese civilians bombed by the
United States. Timorese civilians killed by a U.S. proxy army of terrorists. Iragi civilianskilled
by the deliberate bombing of an entire country’s infrastructure. So my anger on thisday is
directed not only at individuals who engineered the September 11 tragedy, but at those who have
held power in the United States and have engineered attacks on civilians every bit astragic”.

In terms of who is responsible, it was pointed out in the news this morning that it would be more
constructive to look at the possibility of awider and more varied group of terrorists, rather than
just focusing on bin Laden and Islamic terrorist groupsin general. An operation of this
sophistication and magnitude would seem to be the work of highly connected people who are
privy to sophisticated systems of intelligence, and extremely well informed on US security
procedures. Many feel that bin Laden and Islamic terrorists alone could not of pulled off such a
well orchestrated attack without help from higher powers of knowledge on intelligence and
security.

Also, regarding the comparison of the September 11th terrorist attack to the Pearl Harbor attack
in 1942. This analogy could be dangerous, particularly in its potential impact on perceptions and
world views. Remembering the suspicion and anger that were waged against the Japanese-
Americans, who, after the attack of Pearl Harbor, were forced to leave their homes and property.
They were unwillfully sentenced by official authority to live internment camps, where they were
detained for years. Negative stereotypes and warped perceptions of the Japanese, their culture
and traditions, persisted for decades after the Pearl Harbor incident. Comparing this event to
Pearl Harbor could create a heightening of the aready festering intolerance of Middle Eastern
and Muslim people that is very present and real in the US, due largely to ignorance and
misunderstanding.

President Bush has called the attacks on America s Eastern Sea Board as “act of war”. NATO
has enacted article 5, viewing the attack on the US as an attack on all members of NATO. Asthe
US and its allies discuss their retaliation plan, and hunt for those to retaliate againgt, it’s not too
early for the global community to ask ourselves: what |essons can be learned here? Perhaps
somewhere along the path towards seeking truth and justice for this horrific incident, we can
begin to look much more deeply into the type of relationships that the Western World has with
the Arab and Muslim World. Aslong as the US continues to engage their troops in the Middle



East and helps to support the escalated violence there, and as long as the US continues to back
torrent regimes, these types of terrorist attacks will, most likely, persist. Perhaps the West needs
to start thinking about ways to begin forging a different type of relationship with the Middle
East, including generating ideas on how the US could adopt more enlightened policies around
Arab and Muslim issues.

This suggestion could be seen as along-term project, intended to help reduce misunderstandings
and misperceptions that can and has lead to conflict and violent action. Educational institutions
and awareness raising organizations could play aleading role in assisting the general publicin
gaining a greater understanding of the Muslim religion and Islamic tradition and world views,
and how the paradigmatic differences between Western culture and Islamic culture can fuel
intolerance, hatred and violence on all sides. Terrorists need to be differentiated from the whole
of the Islamic population. It needs to be understood that terrorist activities reflect a small part of
what is happening in certain parts of the world, and does not represent the vision of Muslim
religion or reflect on the whole of Islamic culture. And lastly, the mechanism, finance and
support of all terrorism needs to be effectively fought against and eliminated.

As | write, there are people who have survived the collapse of the 115 story World Trade Center
towers, and who are being rescued from the rubble. Amidst this horrific event of contemporary
world history, they symbolize for me an act of hope, extraordinary human survival, and the
many, many lessons that need to be learned.
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Peace Science



It has been about 40 years since Dr. Johan Galtung, one of the premier theorists of Peace
Research founded ajournal of Peace Research. Since then, Peace Science has made significant
progress. The writings of Johan Galtung, John Burton, L ouise Diamond, Dennis J. Sandole,
Christopher Mitchell, Mary Clarke, Richard Rubenstein, Howon Jeong, Michelle LeBaron and
many other visionary social scientists have given us new options, and helped us to think beyond
the narrow boundaries of power politics and so called “Realpolitik”. The science of peaceisan
eclectic collection of different social and natural sciences. In our first two issues we have
published the works of some of the most distinguished peace researches, such John Burton and
Johan Galtung. We will continue to publish the works of different authors in search for new
paradigms that will enable the reader to think beyond violence. We believe that humanity is not
condemned to violence, and that there are always non-violent, constructive aternatives. On a
structural and cultural level we can explore such alternatives through creativity. Considering how
many instruments of destruction and war have manifested through previous centuries, we feel
that humankind will not survive unless we are willing to explore a variety creative alternatives.

In the Peace Science section, we are publishing avariety of perspectives on the topic of conflict
resolution and peacebuilding. We feel that a range of opinions and approaches are necessary to
build the foundation for positive peace. Here, the writings speak of peace that exists without
structural and cultural violence—peace that would enable us to improve so many aspects of our
lives. Perhaps, these efforts can help to forge a space for humanity to think about such important
things as harmony and happiness for all living beings. Thisis our first bilingual version, and we
hope you will enjoy this selection of readings.
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Short Summer Summary from a Conflict Prevention Standpoint
Summer 2001

It is no secret to anyone that last summer was a very difficult political season for Georgia. Now,
the crisis within the government has deepened. President Shevardnadze has been looking to work
hisway out of thiscrisis, but so far, he has not found any good avenues of escape. The
Parliamentary majority and the Citizens Union party are on the brink of abreakup. The
opposition has united against the ruling party. It isinteresting to note that conflicting parties such
asthe left wing Socialists and the right wing Traditionalists have been able to find a common
language within the opposing and crippled Georgian Government, but this does not seem to
bring us any constructive or positive vision on how to build a country.

« Firstly, the conflict between the President and the executive branch started when the re-
establishment of the institution of the Prime Minister was proposed in late May. In exchange for
agreeing to this, the opposition demanded to increase the local government’ srights, aswell as
for more de-centralization of Georgia's economic and political system. The President did not
want to go quite so far, and he refused to adopt the changes proposed by the opposition. Finaly,
parliament adopted a very controversial law on local self governance and local elections, not
really considering what Tip O’ Neil said: “All politics arelocal”. This controversial decision was
like thrusting alarge thorn into the stability of Georgia, since de-centralization isacrucial step
toward solving the problems of the disenfranchised regions. Consequently, during the last nine
years of Shevardnadze' s presidency, regional separatism has been viewed as a continual threat.
Asaway to help prevent more potential conflicts, delegating more powers to the regions could
option positive steps. Also important is that opportunities for economic development be
distributed more evenly between the center and the regions. The opposition rightfully pointed
this out, but the governing coalition has not made any compromises on this point.

« Secondly, the problem of the Pankisi Gorge remains a serious threat to peace in Georgia. There
have been a number of high profile people kidnapped and taken to the gorge, and large sums of
money have been demanded for their release. Police seem to be incapable of doing anything with
the criminals. There has been a widespread feeling among the populace that the police force
itself has been involved in these kidnappings. Several of the very painful kidnapping cases have
been resolved with the involvement of young reformers in the executive and legislative branch,
but the problem still remains. Plus, the representatives of the Internal Ministry are practically
robbing their own population, since the police have been stopping bystanders and demanding
money from them for the release of anyone. Asaresult, many criminals are out of prison, and
many innocent people areinjail. In July, journalist Giorgi Sanaia conducted a number of good



interviews on the topic of Pankisi Gorge on his night show “Ghamis Kurieri”. Giorgi Sanaiawas
murdered in late July. His murder has not yet been solved, even though the President has been
bragging about his serious international investigative help, including having the FBI's
involvement in the investigation. Also, peacefully solving the problem of Pankisi Gorge remains
an outstanding issue for Georgia.

* Justice Minister Saakashvili proposed alaw that would verify the origins of the money and the
property acquired by high government officials. Thereis agroup called the “New Georgians”
who have been acquiring money over the past nine years, while also being government members
and public officials. Saakashvili points out that thisis clearly a conflict of interest. He pointsto
different ministers, like Mr. Vano Chkhartishvili, Mr. Kutateladze and others. According to his
information, their wealth, which isindicated by their large, expensive homes and other
properties, greatly exceeds what their official salaries could afford. And he is wondering whether
this creates a bad image for public servants? He should realize that focusing on economic
injustice and other forms of structural violence is essential for helping to prevent violent
conflictsin Georgia.

* Finaly, by the end of the summer, Mr. Shevradnadze and his Interior Minister started to talk
about the possibility of a military confrontation with Abkhazia. According to unofficial sources,
there were about 700 to 800 mercenaries brought to the conflict area. Unfortunately, the Russian
Army bases are still in Abkhazia, and everyone understands that they are the main reason for the
horrific violence that occurred on the territory of Abkhazia eight years ago. But instead of
attempting to resolve the problem in a peaceful and political way by beginning direct talks with
the Abkhaz people, (who are not the enemies of Georgian people), some elementsin the
Georgian government are trying to justify possible violent action. This kind of action is not
going to benefit either Georgians or Abkhazians. It will benefit only the imperialistic forces that
are interested in keeping control of the entire area.

Give Peace a Chance, Mr. PresidentShalva Kedia
by Shalva Kedia
Thereisanew war in preparation!
Georgian and Chechen forces are getting ready to enter the Abkhaz border!
Russian forces are getting ready to engage in military activities!

Unfortunately, these words are heard in the Georgian press and on the streets of Thilisi, Batumi,
Kutais and many other Georgian towns. Anxiety is entering the social consciousness again. We
are reminded of 1990-1993, when this country was ravaged by three civil wars. Thefirst conflict
started in South Ossetig, then in Thilisi and Zugdidi between supporters of Gamsakhurdia and
Shevardnadze, and finally we came to the Abkhazian tragedy. All of these wars had horrible
consequences for everyone involved. The only groups that benefited from these atrocious acts
were the high communist party apparatchik nomenklatura and their criminal “death squads”
composed of Mkhedrioni and the so-called National Guard. Neither Georgian, nor Abkhaz, nor
Ossetian people desired awar. It was a part of a political adventure. As aresult of these wars,
President Shevardnadze consolidated his power. His main opponents, Zviad K. Gamsakhurdia,
Merab Kostava, and Giorgi Chanturiawere murdered. Others from the National Liberation
movement were either corrupted or marginalized by avery smart but destructive policy of party
nomenklatura, who turned their classinto a so called “New Georgian Bourgeoisie’. Now,



roughly 90 percent of the Georgian economy is controlled by the “Nouvo-Riche” bourgeoisie
and their criminal protectors, while the populace is starving. The rate of unemployment is much
higher then officially indicated by government reports - that is the Soviet style of telling the
truth.

Beginning in 1996, there was a three-year period of time when people felt more optimistic. They
thought that their long aspired change was coming, and finally they would be able to experience
ashift in the cycle of structural violence that the Soviet Feudal system had put them in.
Liberalism started to come into Georgia, with different developmenta programs and a number of
NGOs starting to fulfill their role as the builders of civil society. The press started to operate in a
more transparent manner. People also had high hopes for fighting a corrupt nomenklatura
system, and young redformers came to parliament and started to take action. There were also
some young reform-oriented people in the executive branch. Most of the people from the “ Death
Squads’ were arrested, although the smarter ones managed to build big business empires on the
money that they got from killing innocent people and robbing their own country. Unfortunately,
President Shevardnadze chose to not look in their direction, and the “1 know nothing” phrase was
the most convenient way for the leader of Georgiato ignore those criminals.

Civil wars and regional conflicts were temporarily suppressed. The NGO community was
working hard to start a civic dialogue, but we did not get much support or action from the
government. As aresult, the Abkhaz as well as Ossetian and other intra-Georgian conflicts
remained frozen in time, waiting to explode. President Shevardnadze’ s government did not
address the underlying causes of violent conflicts. Many disenfranchised people that were
extremely unhappy during the Soviet regime remained unhappy, and thousands, if not millions,
were added to their numbers. As aresult, by the year 2001, structural problemsin the country are
felt hard. Corruption is rampant. There are many ways to deal with this, but unfortunately, there
is not much support or will on the President’ s side. Even the Chairman of the Parliament, who
stood by the President in every other critical situation, voiced his anger, declaring that the
country is at the edge of a catastrophe.

Many people in Georgia believe that Mr. Shevardnadze’ s family is responsible for many of
Georgia’ s outstanding economic, social and political problems. His son- in-law, Mr.
Jokhtaberidze, is the head of one of the largest private companies that owns the cell-phone
company “Magti-GSM”. His nephew, Mr. Nugzar Shevardnadze controls practically al of the
oil movement in Georgia. It is said that hundreds of millions of US dollars in taxes are not
reaching the state budget, because tax officials do not want to reveal Nugzar Shevardnadze's
operations. Unfortunately, there is no formal investigation into this matter. According to
informed sources from the government and business community, Mr. President’ s other in-law;
Guram Akhvlediani, controls many state assets. These clans are largely responsible for the
problems in Georgia' s contemporary economy.

Also, there are many charges against the government. The Minister of Internal Affairs, Mr.
Kakha Targamadze, is said to be the head of one of the largest organized crime groups that
controls abig industry of drug trafficking, prostitution, and the kidnapping of people. The police
in Georgia are closely tied to the criminal underground “Thief in Law” system. When someone
is kidnapped, the police and the criminals jointly demand ransom money for the missing person,
and if the payment is made, they always manage to return the lost person. It is very significant
that Mr. Targamadze' s kidnapping business has become extremely lucrative, given the
involvement of certain members of the government and Mafia. There are unofficial estimates
that heroin-producing factories in Pankisi Gorge make about $300 million from drugs that are
sold solely in Georgia. Annually, Georgian drug trafficking overall makes about $5 billion.
These are approximate numbers, but no one doubts that there is a huge problem here with the



drug cartel and the internal ministry. A young Georgian journalist, who opened up adialoguein
the media about the Pankisi Gorge problems, was mercilessly murdered in hisown flat, late at
night this past July. The time of his murder was carefully chosen, and a message was given to the
press community: “Y ou do not cross the border line!” But one thing that the Georgian
Government and the Mafia do not realize is that it isimpossible to hide the truth—it will always
come out.

It iswidely known that the Economics Minister, Mr. Vano Chkhartishvili, is awealthy person.
Many people talk about his conflict of interest, since he is considered to be one of the owners on
the “United Georgian Bank”, together with thugs like Anton Ingorokva, Zaza Sioridze (who is
also under the public payroll) aswell as others. This group of government and corporate officials
are called the “Gurian Mafia’, as they come from the region of Guria, the same place where Mr.
Shevardnadze is from. According to reliable sources, this group has monopolized a variety of
formerly state owned assets, and they are controlling alarge part of Georgian economy. Mr.
Chkhartishvili’ s huge house has been atopic of discussion with almost every Georgian family.
His salary is not adequate to explain his overall wealth and assets, and naturally, everyoneis
suspicious of him and his business dealings.

But these are not the only clans that control the Georgian Economy. As aresult of the controlling
few, approximately 90 percent of the population isimpoverished, while, at the expense of their
compatriots, avery small percentage of Georgians are extremely wealthy. However, we should
not think that these problems could not be solved. Civil Society could be beneficial in helping to
answer some of these questions. Peaceful development is absolutely essential for the survival of
the fragile democratic achievements that Georgia has made. The problem is that our President
likes to start wars, especially when heis hit with the serious political problems—but the war in
Abkhaziais not going to solve these rampant corruption problems. Moreover, it will re-create the
horrific picture of 1992-1993. Abkhaz and Georgian people do not want to engage in bloodshed.
War isonly the desire of some corrupt officials and death squads who want to grab more money
and get more employment opportunities. Instead of war threats, | think our President should
focus on getting the Russian army out of Abkhazia, and then starting a peaceful dialogue with
the Abkhaz people. Abkhaz and Georgians are brothers and sisters, and they do not desire to kill
each other. | believe that when the Russians are out of Abkhazia, there will be much less of a
threat for violence than there is now. We Georgians need to substitute the “ Doctrine of
Corruption and Suspicion” with the doctrine of Human understanding, compassion and love.
Thisis not impossible, and | think it would be wise for Mr. Shevardnadze to give peace a chance,
instead of creating conditions for violence.

Military solutions can never bring positive peace. Positive peace can be achieved by increasing
public participation, expanding the resource pie, and letting the people own their own country.
The Civil Rights of the people, including every ethnic, religious and race entity should be
defended. At the same time, we need to heartily promote the principle of equal opportunity, and
abandon feudal patterns of behavior. This country has the potential to be an example of astate
that is actively building a peaceful and prosperous society. We just need to have the political
will.

One of the starting points for Georgiawill be to declare itself a non-military, non-aggressive
state, and to open up a dialogue with Abkhaz people. The South Caucasus region is a beautiful
place, and the main problems this region has are the armies, whether it’s Russian, Persian,
Georgian, Armenian or Azerbaijani. Caucasian people are much better at loving each other than
at killing each other. There are only afew elite clans that seem to prefer to have hate and scarcity
reign, instead of compassion and abundance.



If Georgiais destined to live, the latter should prevail.
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Creativity, Empathy, Nonviolence

The words of Johan Galtung: ‘ creativity, empathy, nonviolence’ represent an essential part of
peace building. We believe that creativity isasignificant part of the conflict transformation
process, and without a creative approach, we can not overcome the many challenges inherited
after so many centuries of violent conflict. Another Galtungian phrase we could useis
“Diagnosis, Prognosis, Therapy”. We need to have sound diagnosis to enable us to predict
societal development, in order to develop and foster effective healing techniques. Because of
their frankness, the reader might find some of the materialsin this section to be difficult to read.
Please understand that these examples are attempts to make an artistic diagnosis of direct
violence, and to emphasize the structural and cultural aspects of violent action.

In this section we offer short stories, contemporary fairy tales, visual artsinstallations, and
essays about the arts that challenge the notion of dogmatic perceptions in the arts and sciences.
Thisisthe new field that isfilled with mines, but we we feel it isimportant to risk walking this
field, as overcoming obstacles to peace often requires unleashing the creative spirit. New vision



and new paradigms are needed not just for Georgia and the South Caucasus, but for the world at
large.

Y ou will seethe extremely interesting visual artsinstallation of Nino Chubinishvili and Gio
Sumbadze that was dedicated to the 1999 war in Kosovo. Thisisavision of how fashion, color
and design can reflect the feelings of human beings during the period of violence. Dena L.
Hawes presents an interesting overview of the relationship between socially engaged artistic
practices, conflict resolution and social transformation. We hope that you will find our writings
to be informative and evocative, and we extend our graditude for your interest in Peacetimes.
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Dena L. Hawes / The Role of Socially Engaged Artistic Practice

Two peopletalking is, at least conceptually, open to the community Open to

interruption... That’s part of the value of writing-as-dialogue,

The important interruptions each makes into the other’ s thought, the sudden turns. So the pageis
more alivein that it smorelike life, it moveslike life.

James Hillman

Within the modernist aesthetic,” Arthur C. Danto writes, “all art stands outside life, in a space of
its own, metaphorically embodied in the Plexiglas display case, the bare white gallery, the
aluminum frame. When one seeks a deegper connection between art and life than this, modernism
isover.”

Art has been gradually transforming from a visual language of solely formal concerns such as
texture, color, and form, into something that is focused on interaction, participation and dialogue.



For decades, modernistic art has brought us work of extraordinary beauty and value, with the
central focus on the creative genius of the individual creator. Modernism has given us an image
of the artist as the “heroic male”—the lone genius struggling against society. Because this image
has in many ways operated as philosophical basis for much of the world, it has deprived art of its
amazing potential for community building through compassionate socia action.

Inthisarticle! will discuss important aspects of the transition from modernism to
postmodernism, and the commonalties between postmodern dialogical practices and conflict
resolution practices and processes. Writer and critic Suzi Gablik talks extensively about the role
of postmodernism in contemporary society as moving beyond modernism’s non-reciprocal
monologue of self-expression, where, “an artist or writer imposes images or ideas on the world,
but nobody can answer back”. “Embedded in modernism,” Gablik says, “is a subtle and far-
reaching message concerning the loneliness and isolation of the self.”

In comparison, postmodernism represents a major shift away from modernism and romanticism,
to emphasize the participatory and dialogical process of art. After experiencing nearly a century
of modernism’s purist, vision-oriented ideology,

postmodernism considers the possibility of atype aesthetics that helps to make connections
between people, in the service of restoring art’s potential to build positive links with the world at
large.

Art Critic Clement Greenberg rejected the idea that art has any higher purpose than to be
aesthetically “good” . He thought that content was an obstacle for painting and the search for
meaning was merely a hindrance to the painter. In Greenberg’ s view, the value of art was only
for its own sake, as art had no meaning outside of itself. As Suzi Gablik explains, “In a sense, for
the committed modernist, the audience doesn’t really exist. Barnett Newman always claimed that
the real reason an artist paintsis so that he will have something to look at. Once, when an
interviewer asked the painter Clyfford Still whether he was concerned that his work reach the
people, Still replied, ‘Not in the least. That is what the comic strip does' ™.

Clyfford Still, like most modernist painters, saw their art as existing independently from the
social sphere. They viewed their painting as the ultimate act of freedom, operating outside of
commerce, ambition and politics. But sadly, they were proven wrong, astheir art became very
political. Their work would eventually be sought after by ambitious consumers, and would
become a main focus of the commodity art market. But perhaps most damaging was the
modernist principle of autonomy, which came to alienate much of the populace from art. In my
view, the modernist’s need for “individual freedom” was in many ways achieved at the expense
of art’s hugely beneficial potential for active socia involvement. The intent of many
contemporary artiststoday isto find some kind of middle ground between solely aesthetic art,
and art that is socially responsible. And as | stated earlier, this article will focus on
postmodernism’s potential to help bring dialogue and participation back into artmaking practice.

Defining art: Who holds the quality wand?

I discuss Dominique Mazeaud'’ sriver project “ The Great Cleansing of the Rio Grande River”,
and how she ritually cleans garbage out of the river once a month. She gets to a point where the
relationship she has with the river takes over and becomes more important than the original
ecological thrust -although even that came more out of her pain at seeing the state of the river
than from a purely pragmatic desire to clean things up. It came out of her need to try and heal the
river and be with its pain. And then it felt like just being in dialogue with the river was enough.
But for many people, thisis very problematic as art. Suzi Gablik



When defining what constitutes art in a society, art museums and galleries can be crucial.
Museums and galleries could be considered the most prominent forums of conflict in the
contemporary culture war. Especially in the United States, they are constantly under fire for their
practices of selection, their biases and assumptions, and for their critical rolein creating and
forging the system and canons of art. Robert Hughes, an influential commentator and critic
wrote: “1 think the job of democracy, in the field of art, isto make the world safe from elitism.
Not an elitism based on money or social position, but on skill and imagination.”

Art museums and galleries have a powerful voice in the construction of cultural identity, and as
Huges comments indicate, those who have no voice or representation are defined as
insignificant, and their interestsirrelevant. Creating forums for diverse representation is an
important issue of postmodernist philosophy, and there are many examples of thisincluding
citywide art programs where artists or artist’s groups are commissioned to do site-specific,
interactive installations (outside of the art museum and gallery) that involve participation and
dialogue between local communities over an extended period of time. The concepts of social
interaction as away to engage new audiences for art, as well as creating new forums outside of
traditional art spaces, are two important goals of postmodern artmaking practice.

Interactive arts, dialogue and conflict transformation

Sustained dialogue is an ongoing, interactive process between participants in aroom as well as
outside of the room in each of their perspective environments. It is a process with direction, but it
is dynamic, and thus continuously changing. Sustained dialogue is designed to help enable
participants to create needed change in the larger public sector.

Dialogue is of great important to conflict resolution practice, and it is aso a significant
component in much of postmodern art practice. As Harold H. Saunders explains, “Persuading
citizensto talk across lines of conflict—getting a dialogue started—is, in the words of most who
work in thisfield, the task that is the easiest to describe but the hardest to do...Even in non-
violent situations, individuals can find it scary to talk with people who they believe discriminate
against them, do not care about them or even hate or harm them.”

Quantum physicist David Bohm's seminal essay entitled On Dialogue has had an impact on
artist’s mode of working. Bohm devel oped inspiring ideas around the principles of dialogue. He
observed that during the process of dialogue, people are able and often willing to hold multiple
and opposing opinions simultaneously, and give serious consideration to views that may be
significantly different from their own. During the process of dialogue, Bohm stated that
“everybody is sensitive to all the nuances going around and not merely to what is happening in
their own mind.” Bohm firmly believed that the sharing of consciousness was necessary for a
society to survive.

Bohm felt that the process of dialogue helped to foster this sharing, and could assist in changing
the social structure, from one of intolerance to one of participation. Thus, dialogue could help to
satisfy a society’s critical need for people to listen to each other, and to be open to different
opinions. Thistype of dialogical approach was designed not to attack different points of view,
but instead to make sure that all points of view get expressed. Suzi Gablik writes, “before he
died, Bohm was writing alot about dialogue, because he believed that learning how to talk and
really listen to each other, rather than trying to win points relentlessly and put the other guy out
of business, was the only way anything would change.”

Dialogical approaches to artmaking offer many inclusive possibilities for the public sector, and
share a common philosophy with conflict resolution practice. Arnold Mindell, who worksin the



field of conflict resolution has also inspired artists to use modes of dialogue in their work.
Mindell cals hisdialogical process “world work”, and it involves bringing together conflicting
parties and allowing for a transformation to occur through an exchange and interpenetration that
can happen when conflicting parties listen to each other and share their viewpoints.

As Suzi Gablik explains, “ Shifting into a mode of dialogue creates an interactive, participatory
kind of situation that is more relevant, | think, to the process and systems of thinking of our time.
The very principal of dialogue beginsto break the spell of the notion that art or writing has to be
atotally solitary, or individual process.”

Joseph Beuys

Artist Joseph Beuys was a political activist, ateacher and an agent of political change. The focus
of Beuys work was to create dialogue around the creative potential of all humankind. He led an
international campaign from the 1960s until his death in 1986, which integrated political, thought
and art practice. Beuyswrote “Only art is capable of dismantling the repressive effects of a
senile social system that continues to totter along the deathline: to dismantle in order to build a
social organism as awork of art.” The purpose of this “social organism” was to restore the fulll
powers of self-determination to the populace through promoting each individual’ s creativity.
Beuys believed that democracy would not be fully realized until every person became a creator,
because he felt the meaningful transformation of the socia order could only happen through the
force of creative ideas and creative action.

Beuys defined art as a process with the potential to break through barriers that isolated people
from the spiritual aspects of life. He felt the most stubborn obstacles that societies faced were
stereotyping and habitual thought, and so he supported public dialogue as away to help erode the
old world type of thinking, and to bring in a new social vision that involved the creative imput of
all the people.

San Diego State University Professors Helen and Newton Harrison work together designing
creative methods to help restore life to polluted waters. Their work is created through active
dialogue between each other that manifests as alive performance. In front of an audience, the
Harrison’ s generate ecologically sound ideas through their dialogue with each other, and on a
case by case basis they have actually solved water pollution problems and transformed the
condition of the particular river that they are working on. In 1992 | attended a performance of the
Harrison’s at Indiana State University, Terre Haute, Indiana, USA. Their mission was to clean up
acertain part of the Wabash River which runs through that area of Indiana. Their performance
dialogue was poetic, intelligent, informative and inspiring. | was amazed by the manner in which
they worked together and bounced ideas off each other to solve a problem in a genuine team
effort.



Artist Mel Chin also focuses hiswork toward critical ecological problemsin need of resolution.
Working with a group of people, he focuses his creative energies on contaminated land that is
unable to sustain plant or animal life. In his project entitled Revival Field he works with a
landfill dumping ground near St. Paul, Minnesota USA, were the soil has been polluted with
heavy metal toxins. By growing and harvesting specia plants that absorb heavy metalsin soil,
Chin and his team of ecologically minded artists help to revive the contaminated dumping
ground. Toxic metals are removed from the soil with each harvest to gradually create a purified
earth.

In conclusion, | want to re-emphasize that many artists around the world have become the
orchestrators of new forms of public art that focus on community-based, interactive projects, that
have manifested into sustained dialogues around important social issues. These new forums are
meant to inspire a new mode of artmaking that transcends the traditional notion of sculpturein a
public park or plaza, and work to create new socia venues designed to be inviting and inclusive
to public dialogue.

| feel that it isimportant for people working in the field of conflict resolution to understand that
these participatory approaches in artmaking can also be very relevant and useful to conflict
transformation processes. There are numerous ways in which conflict practitioners and artists
can share with each other on their approaches to creating forums for sustained dial ogues among
conflicting parties and the public at large. | have touched briefly on the topic of postmodern
dialogical and participatory artmaking practices, and its potential toward healing and
transforming conflict. | invite you to explore more in-depth the role of artistsin social
transformation.

MEL CHIN
Revival Field

Solo Conversation of the Death Squad Member
Amadeo Vermishveli

Hello. My nameis Givi. | want to give you my short story. The short story of my life. Or my

life’' s short story. Or simply the story. People say | love to talk too much. They say once | start, |
can never finish. But | can tell you that thisis not true. | do finish. Otherwise, | would not be able
to sleep. | know | am a strange fellow. But believe me, | have alot of dignity. And | am going to
try to show you that now.

Y ou know, | am intelligent. Some people say, | am an intelligent mother fucker. That could aso
be true. Just in agood sense. | grew up on Sera, and there, we have the best mother fuckersin



Georgia. Of course, | mean thisin agood sense. We restored democracy in Georgia with our
mother fucking habits. Although | should tell you privately, | do not like our current President.
Heistoo tricky. He has used us, and he has put many of my friendsin prison. Thank God, | have
survived. Throughout my life, | have stabbed 15 people. | mean 15 people. | have beaten up
more than 100, perhaps more. But because | was on drugs for so long | forgot the exact number.
| hope you' Il forgive me for that. Beating people was never a pleasure for me, but it is a part of
my culture. | won't even tell you how many times | have beaten my wife. That, of course, does
not count. Violence has been away of life, although | should tell you that | do not particularly
enjoy that. But my friends from our fraternity think that thisisthe way of life. That iswhy we
backed the coup. We can’t give the power away, so the villagers come and take everything into
their hands. That does not work.

| should tell you that | had wonderful friends. They were such great people. Now, the magority
are either dead or in prison. | am so sad about this. | go to Church every other day and | pray. |
hope God will save my friend' s souls.

My friend Pudra was operating a racketeering business. In 1992 we would go to store owners
and they would give us the money without any problem. We would get alot of money. And we
knew that the American millionaires started like that too. | know that the fittest survives, so we
were the fittest. We did many good deeds. We were helping all our relatives, friends, and even
some other people on the streets. Then we would go and rob. We would pay the police 1000
green bucks a month, and they would leave us alone. And believe me, we would not do anything
wrong. We would just go and ask for deserved money. We were their protectors. | would bring
about 2000 bucks home every day. Of course, | would spend lot of it with my friends. We would
go out to drink together, then we' d buy some cocaine, sometimes Hashish, and we'd all be happy
as hell. Those were the days. Pudra would divide the money, and he would give it to everyone
who deserved it.

But | gottatell ya, | started to gamble hard when those God Damn Casinos showed up in town. |
started to lose alot of money. | was making a hundred thousand bucks a month that time, which
wasn't bad at all. But by the end of the day, | would bring 200-300 dollars home at the best. | did
not know why and how | lost so much money. Pudra was angry at me, and he would punish me.
One day he came up to me and told me: “Either you stop playing, or you go and fuck your own
mother in front of me”. That got me little scared, | haveto tell ya. It iskind of awkward when
you are told thiskindathing. | felt like ajunkie. Heroin is my weakness. Thisis my only
weakness, believe me. | don’'t have any others. So Pudra was mad at me for losing that much
money, and he would rob more stores to get more money and he stopped giving it to me, because
he told me, | talk too much and | don’t do enough work. Pudra went into the oil business. And let
metell ya, he made ahell of alot of money! But | amin adeep shit! | somehow found myself in
deep shit! And | don’t know what to do about this.

So, | decided to become a member of the “Rioni” squad. We were paid well, and we would oot
during the civil war. We'd go to Mengrelia and loot the followers of Gamsakhurdia. It was not
much fun, since we had to rape women and kill some men to get what we wanted, but that was
the only way | could support my family. At that time, | was able to send about thousand bucks to
my family. | could not forget how my friends from our death squad killed alittle boy, who was
trying to escape into the woods. They killed him just for fun. And | was throwing up for two
weeks after that. But there was no other way. | had to feed my family. And you understand, |
needed to have my heroin every two days. If | didn’t have that much money | would not be able
tolive. | am just sad that | had to do those things. So many of my friends were killed during this
war. It was usually over money and power. Some of them became obsessed with their power.
Then Shevardnadze started to arrest my friends from “Rioni”. Our founder was arrested. Our



Godfather was arrested. Heisin prison. So what the hell was | to do? | can’t rob those stores
anymore. They are protected by some other people. But | still have to have my heroin.

I have to tell you, my wife pisses me off some times. One day she made a declaration in front of
her family that she does not need the money that | bring home, because it is stolen. | got so mad!
| have never been more mad, my man! | busted my assto get this bitch the money that she
desired for her dresses and her tripsto Paris and New Y ork, and sheis not even thankful. She
became fucking moralistic! Man, fuck those kinds of amorals! Y ou know how difficultisto
survive under those conditions! How difficult it isto feed your fucking family?! And then
someone comes to you and tells you that thisis not good. That was so obnoxious, man! And so,
you know what did? | fucking got her out of the fucking room, and | called all of her fucking
family and | fucking drilled her in front of her mother and father. | was holding a shot gun, so
that no one had the wrong idea. | believein God. | swear | do! But | think | was right with God. |
got her to submit. She was on her knees, and she never complained again.

Y ou know, between us, the criminals we rape are mostly men. We try not to rape women, since
thisis below our dignity. But sometimes you have to do it. And besides, she is my fucking wife,
and | am authorized by God to do whatever | want to her. And if sheisever disobedient to me, |
will do that again.

Those were the good old days. Now things have changed for the worse. Death squads do not
operate anymore. We can’'t rob the stores that much. So | have to visit my friends to get avery
little money to do my little bit of drugs. The police are selling all the drugs. And it is so God
damn expensive—I can hardly afford to buy the drugs now. | want to tell you one thing that |
would probably not tell anyone else. Me and my wife are not formally together, but for the sake
of our child. We are not wife and husband anymore, in reality. But no one knows this besides
you. | have some other lovers and she knows about them. And she helps me out too. When | go
to buy the drugs from the police, | don’t always have the money. So sometimes | bring my wife,
and she gives ablow job to the chief of the police department, and then he gives me enough
heroin for about a month. What shall | do? | will dieif | do not have the heroin. And sheis not
complaining.

Y ou know, | have a dream that one day Georgiawill become a good country. So | don’t have to
sell my wife for heroin, so we don’t have to kill people to survive, and we don’t have to cheat
and do all those horrible things. So | could just be an intelligent person, and not a mother fucker
anymore. Sometimes, | feel so guilty. And because of that, | can't stop talking and | can’t stay on
my own. My friends are afraid of me too. We are afraid of each other. And | wonder if one day
we will not be afraid of each other.

You know, | love my father. He would never steal. He has never beaten hiswife. He never killed
aperson. He has never even lied. When | think of him, | always cry. Why did it happen that |
became so different from him? He is an example for me. But my friends make fun of him,
because he does not know how to steal. Although I’'m scared to say this, | am proud of him. |
should have been like him. Now I’ m hitting 35 and | don’t want to feel like a bastard. | want to
be myself. And | think | am myself when | love my friends, and when | love other human beings
and | don't take anything away from them.

Pudra was killed two years ago. Someone got so mad at him that he did not just kill him—he
also killed four of hisfriends. We buried them al on the same day. | was very sad, and | wanted
to kill myself. But | did not. Now, | want to continue living. | am wondering if | could do
something good. If | could learn to type on the computer. If | could learn to speak politely.

I know, my friend, | am still a mother fucker, but | try hard not to be. Believe me, | am trying. |
hope | will succeed.



| just want to go to sleep now. When | wake up | will tell you another story. | will tell you the
story of how we killed another mother fucker, Lia Barmitsva. So stay tuned in with me. | will tell
you lots of great stories about my friends. And after you hear all those great stories, you may
decide to become the president of Georgia Georgia needs a clean president like you, not a mother
fucker like us. But | will tell you this story anyway.

I will go to pee now. You see, | know when to stop talking. Whoever says| don't stop talking is
dead wrong. | am good at it, damn it!

Real vs Ideal
by Tusia Beridze

[A fuzzy stream of consciousness, that tries to track the middle between 2 opposing points].

A long time ago | wasin arealy bad mood.
I wouldn’t eat, wouldn't speak, sleep or try to love somebody.

The rehabilitation took a much longer period of time than the period of the [bad mood itself].
Within my world, the rehabilitation was going through the same steps as me, and the real world,
the couple twin, appeared to be very busy with more important things then the renovation of one,
crippled individual — like me. The world never waited for me to recover. Because it loved
[reality], the one that you can measure and count. Asfor me, | was truly incapable of counting
and contracting. It was me, who waited for the world. Because it gifted me with the space to use.
The weeks throughout that span assigned [forever], which appeared to be so annoying and
intolerable, that after that, for quite atime, while reading different statements about the divine
and tremendous [forever], | felt like vomiting. But this nihilistic attitude of mine lasted for some
time - not [forever]. But this story is not about these weeks of infinity, it is about another period
of time, taken from [life]. — Though not necessarily from my diminutive, infinitessimal life; but
rather out of lives which gave birth to other lives, and which penetrate the human spirit with the
[light that never goes out]. What do you think is so joyful about life? So joyful that the human
heart keeps beating after all the pain it has put up with. | know, it’s not a smart question. You all
know an answer, but you usually answer this gquestion in a noisy room, with the tang of glamour
of the crowded fetish, and you know that answering this very question, at that very moment, in
that very room makes you a full member of the fist, and it fits you well. We all are proficient in
that field. Y ou answer it there, thinking that it is from the depth of your heart, when it isonly
your frivolity speaking. But that’s not too bad. That too is one of those sparkles which often
interferes with the solidity and stability of our polished faces and corporeal brainstorms; when
the air binds you with renovating yourself, even through the time spent on the noisy rooms with
[glamour]. Why? Because mendacity is probably the threat, and on the other hand our biggest
temptation. Though we often threaten to give up on it, and externalise into somewhat standing
above it, something that we have no idea about, that isjust a stairway built through the feasible
window of our house. That’s the point, we can’t wait to get higher, and stronger. And with that
hope, we skip the most important part of this gateway: the very mendacity and triviality that is
around us and that we are fed up with. Oneis high if oneisthe lowest. In other words, one can
reach the desired highest only by staying here, on earth, fulfilling the trivial assignments, and
delivering the ongoing loop between now and then, throughout the earth but not sky, Because the



sky comes afterwards. Probably the very obvious evidence to prove the logical intersection
between [real] and [ideal]. And fortunately | got to participate in this [grand activity] too; and so
did my ancestors and so does my future-in-flesh.

[the sky comes after]...as the air gets warmer, the stream of light is brought forth. The delivery
of the light is the highest deal ever implemented. Then, in the light, we all make deals, corporate
deals, private dedls, criminal, and crucially important lifetime deals. But none of these can exert
above the one that first proceeds. At a moment when we become aware of our nights and our
darkness, and of our vulnerable sleepy heads and our fragile bunch of vanities that were said, felt
or done by usin the dark. The [morning deal], if | can call it so, isthe automatic release. Pale
streams crossing the air, slowly gaining brightness and waiting to be identified by the objects
below, dwelling in total dark; once the sunrise isidentified, and once it spreads through the
ground, we can fedl it too...-

-* Theway | felt it that morning:

DIARY#1: April 18. [all | can bless my gratitude through is several landscapes and several
shadows from the several directions of this room. How much he loves us, how much courage,
and tender joy thereisin each infinitesimal gesture with which he caresses the ruts of his
creation. And if sometimes, like now thereis hisone, little dust of love, infinity and forgiveness
inside me, there is nothing more then the prayer of gratefulnessthat | can givein return, to say
that | finally noticed his divine presence around and in me. How can one bear such unspeakably
huge love for so long and receive only the debris of its edges back and still anticipate modestly,
with quivering rapture and weeping joy towards every visible and invisible earthly creature, long
slanting rays of the setting sun and the soft, tender memories that come with them. This morning
is the morning of simplicity, interaction, and peace. A deal between me and the light and | really
don’t know if itsfaith isblind, crippled love, but whatever it is, it's worth any suffering and
pan”.

AUTHOR: tiny, infinitesimal files that tip-toe through my mind, and that’s ok. The sky is
changing. Not much of a sun today. And because of that the light is very [limited] and scarcely
allocated over the object that is our today’ s target. We're constructing a high-way. A HIGH-
WAY that is going to serve more then twenty million cars, bicycles and motorcycles; a highway
that is open day and night for everyone. So, we're developing a small, architectural pattern of the
initial concept of a[high way] —the way, or the intersection of the ways that we step on from the
day of our birth. On each side, each way, there is a guide to assist you. Each one of the four ways
is high. From the place where | stand now, the construction looks this way:

Construction # 1
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ALL though me and the Group of architectsisin charge of constructing the main body of this
object and creating an appropriate layout for it, in the space, this still remains an argument of no
vital importance in our role towards the conceptual framework of this highway. We all are well
aquainted with the texture and the fabrics that this highway will have to eventually adopt, as well
as the heavy weight of the vehicles that will run quickly and continuously through it, leaving
nothing but the blurry trace of pollution. The reason of my presence here today has nothing to do
with my working duty and career; the main reason of why I’m conducting this and several other
operations for implementing constructionsis that | decided to use them as a gateway. A gateway
that helps me to maintain all the information that will be used in this story. The contents of such
information are billions of notes, diaries and mind-projects that have never taken place in reality.
These, as | have already mentioned, are the dashes and fragments of ordinary people who deliver
the so called [keys and maps] to walk on the [ways that are high], and these who remind us of
our supreme destination, from which most of us are eluded. And they rephrase and perpetually
repeat this activity. Consequently, my rolein this project, besides working out the flesh of this
gate-way, also consists of ssmply standing on a highway and collecting sublime data from these,
I know we are going to be attaining their life-time procedures on this very high-way.

DIARY#2.” Today was one of those days when the world spins too fast and thereis no
transparency in the air—when the path that | step on during the day is covered by ice, and when
each minute I’m about to fall down and brake my neck. It started in the early morning. They
woke me up, shouting and getting all over one another, saying: [it's never gonna be warm
again... you'll see. It’s going to be cold for the rest of our lives]... indeed, the cold light was the
first visual information that | received taking my blanket off and trying to find something to put
on... | was pacing up and down the room—it has never been so cold. [that morning the cold war
began]. And nobody really knew about it. We were just waiting, anticipating. Not aword was
said that morning. The city was dead.

| have ashelter. It is my duty to have a shelter. Otherwise | wouldn’t want to have one. | may
never see the sun again, and my hair will not grow... [let usfind the despair and pain through
thought, within our head, but do not make it visible and flesh-like, because that is more then
pain, asit brings desolation, but nothing like the perfection of the thought. See, death is not the
key answer for those who continueto live in their flesh]. The TV is on. We're listening to the
voice of aman called John W. Burton: “...there are such conflicts at all societal levels, that isa
situation in which ontological needs of identity and recognition, and associated human
developmental needs, are frustrated. These conflicts cannot long be continued, controlled or
suppressed, but can be resolved and prevented by the satisfaction of such needs’. Then the voice
becomes an echo, adiffused, fuzzy wave and we can hear the next words: “that conflict isa



........... Generic phenomenon that knows no systematic boundaries. We need once again an
analytical process of conflict resolu...” —and the voice fades out and there is nothing but the roar
of the desolated TV screen in front of us.

AUTHOR: sooner or later, I’'m going to take you to the second construction that I’ m executing.
That, other one is more indecisive and more critical then the [high way]. | usually useit asa
comparison of two limitations, two radically different edges, that are having disputes within each
other. My life would be boring without the things | do. | know this story is boring aswell, but |
just have to finish it by Monday, because | promised that next Monday is going to be different
than today.

Whatever happens, | have to take you to the other object. It is even more important then the first
one. Because less people have the chance to get there. And some of the things mentioned in this
story will be there, before a dilemma that has no end. The other object/construction is called
[bilingual stairs]. They indicate two ways, two stairways that look similar, and have different
functions and different directions. Ok, let’s go there:

BILINGUAL STAIRS

Construction#?2.

These stairs assign the resemblance of the negative and positive ways —which might easily seem
the same, for one that has just started walking on them. Thus they are truly dangerous, despite
that they split in directions. Even though they both start from the zero point, which isin the
middle, between them, they have different missions. One side of the stairsis minus and the other
plus. One side runs up, while the other side runs down. It is very difficult to differentiate one
from the other. Very often people mess them up, and with the hope that they are on the right
track, they instead very actively walk down the wrong side of the stairs.

DIARY#3” | came across two parallel dreams. One of them was very sensible and close to
reality, and it looked like it was something that already happened and will keep on happening
over and over again—that was my, very tangible reality. And the other dream was very irrational
and distant. It was more likely a dream, then adesire or a wish, maybe because when | make a
wish, the centre of the wish isme, but asfor this one, | was absent, | wasn't here nor there, nor
was | ever meant to be. | suddenly felt that areal dream, consummate plan, was so unfeasible
that it could not carry myself, a human being, as its concept. There just was no place for me
there. These two dreams —real and ideal/surreal kept trying to intersect each other but there was
something that prevented these two from joining. And that something was the absence of magic
in the dream, which was [real], and the presence of the magic in the [ideal], surreal. And because
of such agap and such a conflict between them, none of them could come true”.



AUTHOR: oh, what a shame. By the way, we have two main customers to walk the [bilingual
stairg] today. These arereal vs. ideal. The argument against [real] comes first. And it too will be
adiary, collected on a[high way].

DIARY#4: [When they think...oh, that is an undeniably joyful thing to know.... the breaking
point of their thought starts with obliterating the slightest capacity for something that stands
beyond the visible form and feasible implementation of their thought. There can’t be a second
path for their desires and interests. There isonly one, defined and acceptable idea, acceptable
worldwide. Their dreams—they are about an incomprehensible danger and mud, which might
provide a problem instead of a profit. The rats of the media, the rats take control and they too are
certainly the matters of God, deprived, diffused and rejected sons of the process, forever stuck in
the middle - the period within 2 determined lights, stuck twice between ever knowing or not
knowing at all. The identity of the up mentioned person, in ideal form, in some sense, works out
to be perfectly adjusted to its flesh, its material body, adequately resembling the thought and the
action, thus, incarnating into a progressive and dangerous object.]

AUTHOR: real isreal. It isreal because we consider it that way. Thus, while considering the
real, feasible values of the things around us, we know that there must be something beyond it.
And that’ s ideal. Because we don’t possess it, only because we can’t have it. Thusit turned out
that there is only one candidate to fit my [bilingual stairs], the other—ideal is missing, as always.
There is no substantial evidence that it has ever competed with [reality], because they strive to
achieve the same goal, though through different means of communication.

DIARY#5: The diary of mine, [when | was in abad mood]: 37 of July, and there is one, such
July —and that’s my July, with numbers that exceed the limit and which enumerate not only
months, but infinity itself, and that’ s the most annoying thing ever. let’s go back to where it
begins-the shape. Now I'll try to start a new project, a new construction. I'll try to match the
things that have much in common or have no similarities at all. The simple, or I'd say the
simplest sketch-the circle—perfect, stunning, beautiful, and then the key—the stripe—the line
crossing it, and slightly diffusing the eye of the observer. But it is the exact key that helpsthe eye
precept and accept or mostly believe in the miracle of the perfect. It would undoubtedly be
almost impossible to realise the existence of the perfect, and believe iniit if there would have
been no distortion—the biological interaction of the two most unmatchable creationsin the
world. “There was, and will always be, the line to distract, and it will stand for the key point of
the major level of faith in the human being.”

DIARY: thelast. “Idea of development is the development of human being, because human
beings are the measure of all things’. Johan Galtung.
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Editorial - G908 Jmeol mgeelbsbéobo

First War of the Century or a Chance to have Genuine Peace
by Irakli Zurab Kakabadze

There is absolutely no doubt that the day of September 11, 2001 will be remembered around the
world as the one of the worst human nightmares alongside Hiroshima, Holocaust, Genocide and
other atrocities committed by different human regimes or groups. There is also no doubt that this
was amerciless, cowardly operation, carried out with unprecedented barbarity and with no
regard for innocent human life. Our hearts and souls go out to the victims and their families and
loved ones. The horror the world has faced watching the terrorist attack live on television is
unimaginable. Many people did not believe thiswas real footage. | happened to bein the
Georgian province of Samtskhe-Javakheti, populated with Georgians and Armenians. Everyone
was talking about the attack on the World Trade Center. People there were shocked, and they
could not believe that this horrible tragedy happened.

Sympathies of the entire world go to America. The homeland of freedom is suffering from a
deep wound. And there are many questions regarding how and why this happened. How could
the American Air Traffic System have missed identifying the suspicious activity of these four
planes that carried out the attacks? People are also wondering what kind of experiences and what
sort of rationale can create such bitterness in a person as to motivate them to become a suicide
bomber and destroyer of lives of thousands of people?

There is no doubt that terrorists like Osama bin Laden must face justice in a universal court for
taking so many innocent lives. In the short term we can work on neutralizing terrorist groupsin
general for some time, while devel oping long-term approaches to preventing terrorism in the
world. The new dichotomy that is materializing is the North VS South confrontation. Rich vs
poor, industrialized vs devel oping, multi-national corporations vs billions of starving citizens of
the world. When the mgjority of the global population are living below the poverty level,
religious fanatics are viewed as standing on much more stable ground. The World Trade Center,
aproud symbol of modern capitalism has created mixed feelings. To many people it seemed like



asymbol of economic imperialism, aswell as an unachievable dream. In the restaurant in the
WTC, the cost of a pot of tea was the same as the monthly income of the working population in
many developing countries, including Georgia. The Pentagon was also identified as a defender of
the richest corporations who were seen as oppressing the working class mgjority. This situation
Is not about religion; nor isit about ethnicity. America could proudly say that thereisless
religious and ethnic discrimination in the US than in any other world country. Here, we are
dealing with the problem of structural violence around the world, where billions of people are
suffering from the lack of very basic human necessities. According to the UNDP data of 1998
there is about $40 billion needed annually to deal with the most basic problems of the South,
including malnutrition, lack of medical care and jobs. This amount of money isjust asmall part
of the total revenue of many multi-national corporations, let aloneillegal drug profit.

Itis, of course, difficult to say what isaremedy from this disease. But one thing is clear: in the
21st century we need to find new ways to meet the basic human needs of the majority of the
world’s population. It is not impossible, there are ways to create a more humane and just global
society. Free markets and democratic systems have the potential to bring happiness to majority
of the peoplein the world. As great Thomas Jefferson wrote in the declaration of American
Independence “ Every man has the right for life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness’. These days
we shall say, every human being (and not just a man) in the world has this right to those
fundamental sanctities of democratic society. More then 3 billion people should not be currently
suffering from inadequate basic resources. To prevent further terrorist attacks, we need to
address and resolve the severe imbalances in global resource distribution that currently exist,
rather than demonize areligion, culture and/or nation.

President Bush has said that we are facing the first war of our new century. Thisisindeed, the
first war of the 21st century, and we hope that this war is going to bring perpetrators to world
justice. We a'so hope that this war will be waged against poverty, discrimination, deprivation,
human suffering, imperialism, and neocolonialism. Americais agreat country, a country where
civil liberties and civil rights are protected. Now we hope that Americawill lead theworld in
defending the civil rights of world citizens, so there will be less people who will feel inclined to
join some wealthy fanatic or a self-declared violent Messiah.

Creating more opportunities for people in the so called third world, and giving them a chance to
participate and engage in a true democratic process is the way out of the terrorist nightmare. The
free market certainly could be a productive and even compassionate system, and this can happen
when people compete with and against scarcity and poverty, instead of competing with each
other. This also happens when we explore collaboration instead of domination. God has created
al of usas equals, and all human beings are entitled to have a decent life.Now, when the world
is becoming smaller and smaller, we need to take more and more responsibility for those
millions of world citizens, who live and die in a horrible misery. We simply cannot ignore them
anymore, since al of us are vulnerable to terrorism. And for creating this positive peace we need
towork hard. It isnot going to be easy, but it is possible.

Meanwhile we pray for those who have died, and extend our deepest compassion to their loved
ones.

God bless America; we believe that justice will prevail.

bogzserngmol em@®obs Lsbgmdfogmgdtog (3bmzgmgdsdo

M8 4ma 35 3508dg



393601 Fa®s Bgadmads Loggstrgmol mddtabols mgmeonmo dbsgadols Igbebad. od(zs, Iy
dobges, 3mbgMadymmae 3s3hgMrEy gom dgdse 360Tgbgmmgsb sb3gdbg. gl sl o, oy G
363JBognmo 39456063980 Bgademgds 3sdmabsbml 0d Lsdobgmo LG @ nenmo dsmsemdols

adsbsmsbsgse, Mmdgmdosy gl bsdsemggme s@ols dmgmgmo Lbagoslbgs bndogddnéo,
o) mdogdd o dobgbols gsdm.

30639em (030 s30e090msE Mbes 0m]3sl, G™md Lsgs@mzggmmBo x9® goegg LsdFmms O™l
Rodmygsmodes Lams®o L @nddnenmo osbsbfmemds bbgeslbzs 3msbgdl dmemoals. gl
3emdsm  3sMsmJbnmos, dsg@sd Lsdgmms 3938060 d93¢8@ NROM emslmdGogs dmgoboldn@o
bobmgsmgds 0gm, 3006 gsb30ms6gdmmo  3e3o@smolgygdo J3ggbgdo. s, @sndo

I lsbrgmdol mgdgdo sSlEAMl gmaggams ©s3nmo. doModom, olobo 39308 O™
baBobersee 093696 9Jb3emeBoMgdambo, go@g dndgdo G056 sdodsmolyn® J39469630. o6
3bgdmdes bsdgzomo 3Mma339330Mgd0. Fgegase dogomgm bsbgztsre dsBmbydnmo ©s bsbygMse
d0bsm3gemmdgmg@o  babgmdfogm, Gmdgmbs babgmse bmosmol@gmo godgs. Lsdgmms
602396 30008y ImEY@bobgdnee ggmEsem® 3msll [sGdmsegbos s dmbsbrmagmdols 80
3603960 33063 dcbobs s gdol damdsgmdsdo 0dymezgdmes. 336 §odmdzs mroweglo
beosgrg@o Bogs®o s Fgmmo dnbsbrgmdol Lbgseslbgs 3emslgdl Bmeol. jemslmd®ogse
dgobolgynco Labmasmgdols s6bgdmds ogm gOm-96mo dnsgsto dobgbo, 90-0s60 Femgdols
sbsfgoldo dmdbrstro boosmra®o gsdsgemobdgdols.

335b0sb  gPms ho%maogmaboao 56 oﬁhabmb;go dmsczggf\vod(fbabob BHBOmeooSoQ 8(*)33&5)3601)

0bbodyndo. 3mbgmoddgbols sdgammomgds doMomspse brgdmes 36 JmErmddomgdamo

6396 3emadyn@mo gemsbol dogM, b joegz YRO™ mENd3acgdnmo, Godobserno,

93690 megdnmo  3sbmbogdo  Jn@egdols Lednsmagdom. m@0zgl 0bEg@gligddo Igoomes
doGomsse bs3nmsdo dmnlsbmamdols ds®(333-aemgxs ©8 0g®s®Jonm-BemBsmods®nmo
Lolggdol gsdgecgds. Gmgm® 3o dso boliggdsl Lsgmmby wsgdndds 1991 Faml, gmagomo
(93°L 90gbgdo s 3M0dobsemgdo dgoligg gOmsE ©sEabgb Lsggmsmo Falmogol wsbsisgsee. gl,
s 0dds bs, 0dsl o6 6036s3L, ™I Lodermzgmml Sodzggm bgmolimgmgdsls Igiemdgdo 56
3Jmbgos. dsa@sd, Bgmolnagmadols dsemsmd®ogds ©sdbmdsd metglo Jgegao dmazodsbs. $3s6

333moffg0s  Jneenm-30m3nbolgm®o dgbBsmod)gBols oQ(B;BU&). 33 Lobe®mdowsh Lsdsermggme
ey 306 3odogoms.

33063 65 393cbagaels 3309356mL Loggs@rgmol md@abs 03 3Mmdemgdgdowsb, G™MAmgdby;
sbems agdmbos Lamdsto?..

30639 @03 do 3gbgdom gemslmddog Lsgombls. 3mdnbolidyn®-ggmesemmmo Fgbfymdomgds
begosgrg@o 336300569805 baBmsemgdsls 3dmgzes dmbsbmgmdols dognash 3s@e@s 3Om(3968)b.
sbens Bggbl 3eabid)-3endnbolidyn®-Jaoenm asgdmdo 3o gb 9ggeem 883868 asdmhbos.

I bsbrgmdols gzgmasbg 8o 10 36mgbBL sd3b begoserm@se gslbsdmolio 3o06mdgdo. oG
50360896 Fbmmeme gmxgomo (39396 dwozbgdo, 30030bsemgdo (bgseslbgs x0Bol Jneegdo s
3530mbg00) s mmoasdgdo (sbsmo Jedormmo dbbgomo dnGgmsbos). ©sbs®hgbo ssdasbgdols
930603037960 umgdgdo omsbgds. Lmosm o 3s6300560930L LaBgsemads s@s 543l
363JBognmse 361530k, Leosen® 93mbmdogn®o modg@smmobs30s, somgdgmos (3bmg®gdols
bercdsemobs(300bsmgol. be@dsen®o (3bmg@gds 3©sdasbgdols dGegzmgbmdolsmgols
bgendols(gemdo bes gsbrgl. A3gbl ©AO™To sz0mgdgmos agmb beoserm@o bsdsemseo,
Amdgeaig bagmm®gdol gggms gm@dsl ©sgydebmds. s@s dbmmee 390dml, sGsdge
bobgemdfogml, Lsbmasemgd®ogls o gmm3gdsdonml. g@m-gomo bszmgmegdols gm®dols
353980390 gmzggemmgol (37 dggasdeg doggsgs@m. Lsbmasemgd@ogo bsfyolol (ob

G99 g3s 3o somgdgemo 306mdss beadrdsen@o, bsdmgsemsdm bsbmasemgdols



©59330060980Lsmzols. 83 F9dmbzg3s80 s doenBmb BGMoEdsbols s Rogsgml 93mbmdosn®a
bgmemols d0deg3emdsls, Bggbmgol gsMgo 0dbgds O™ s3Mgmzg asdmgzoggbmo Lbgswsbbgs
9306030379600 Lgmemgdols LFsgmgdgdo. gl ool mmbembol g3mbmdogg®o bgmmols ©s
3996L0sbgemgdols 93mbmdogn@o mgmeogbo, s3¢gm3g bbgs 93mgdd o g3mbmdogmeo
b{ogemgdgdo. domsgsto 3@0bado ol 80l G @odgdsmasbnmo msgolygmads s
36mgMglmmo, Lmgose o 0sbsbffommmds, 9Omdsbgmmsb s730mgdmse  sbBsgmbalid) n@
MO009O0Mdsd0 36 30l Logzstrmgmo ©s mszolngmgds gomse sOlgdmdgb, G55 O 1bos
39830306 BdgBee 93300635 JdMgdds, MM gl sbg sMol, 3ol dow{gzs Lmzosern®
L3960 bsdgomse dgbsdmgdgmos. Lbgsms dm@ol, msgso omos sgdsgsdols dog®

Fo6dmpagbomo  Jstommo bsbmasemgds, LFmoge sbgm dmegmb mbes ©sygbmdmes.

dgmeg, doGomseo 3mbgynmsBo, Gmdgmog sbsbOEMIYL Rzgbl ggmEse@-meogs® Jome
LobBgdsl, s®ol ol 93ds0lmdols 3sbogn@o Bodo, O™Igmai asshbosm (39388 dwogzbgdls s
3600065emgdL. 33 13350bmdol (3539 Bga@dbgdol asdm, Lsbmasmgdsdo asdgx39d7mos oo
s 3d5600bmdols Fobsdg s 393030l Lobs@dy. Jmbgdols ©s dsemanamadols ©sB)s(390s
bbgols botrgby. gl gggmebsodse 361839dsbndo ©s s@sJO0liBosbymo 36063030 Lsbmgsmgdsls
35BLBHOMRB0L 3068l 5g4gbgdl. Gz 36 mMbs Loybzg ogml J3ggebsBo, Lsbsd skgmo 3¢06(303980
3sBmbmdls, dsbsd 8¢ Fgadmgds 33Jmbegl ddz0emds. dmbsl s dmbsmdgmmdgel Fmeols
363bEOmb 046905 6sdgommo ddz0mds. 33 3OMdmgdol gssgMs Bglsdmgdgmoas dbmeme od
aboo o Bzgb a335(36mdogMgdm, Gmd GglnELgdols ©s dsgmsmamgdol asgmas gmggemmgol
dgbademgdgmos. doo 9dgdal obgm 3secs J39996580, Omamdoi badesmggmems. asbsgmazo o]
31339608 8 3330 39996580 Logbgg 39308 sgzoma dolsm{ggzas, goedyg olgom J399696do,
A™MZMA038s 0bEmgmo ©s Robgmo. s o Rabgmgdds Jgldemgl ol, GBI g3mbmdosno
boes@egg dsmmgols obgmo oo 3Gmdmgds 36 s00l, Omgme dmmodognéo ©qldmBos,
35306 B396036 g3zgemsbsodo skgmo 30mdmgdols gssgMs dgademgds.

The Statement of the ICCN
About the Terrorist Attack on the United States of America on September 11, 2001

Was Huntington right in the end? Are we facing the danger of global civilizational warsin the
21st century?

How isit possible that someone who is embittered about his people’ s suffering and oppression
could feel that the response would be to hurt other people? The whole of mankind is divided
civilizationally into those who accept this solution, and those who deny it. How can the blood of
thousands of people whose only fault is that they are Americans or happen to be in America, be
taken in exchange for the suffering of other people in other placesin the world? How can anyone
in the world conscioudly join in thiswell orchestrated celebration of Evil? Isit not the time for
humankind to ask thisfinal question of survival?

We fedl as being unguestionably on the side of those who have already answered this latter
question for themselves. Now we need to put aside all the differences, ambitions, stereotypes and
negative perceptions, and express one whole spirit in favor of life, justice and democracy. It's
time to realize that anyone who accepts the idea of terrorism as a solution to problems,
contributes to its materialization.

We should not indulge in the danger of temptation to identify the Villain as Arabs or Muslims or
Middle Easterners. The Villains are just sick persons with money; faceless cowards, who are no



less dangerous as that. Now faceless, or rather UFO (unidentified faceless objects), they need to
be identified and punished. But the evil should be identified and dealt with within ourselves, as
to witness evil and not act, is also evil.

People, let usall regret that we have alowed this to happen.

-3‘2]650@'30 3.53mmd8‘3Q0 80’)15.5(5636360 '3306@36.5 56 3807153300;331& 63;3‘30');:)330015 56
dmﬁg@od&mgmaooh (335@)60'[5 3(*)%0(30.)15

The Peace Times Published by: International Center on Conflict and Negotiation
Supported by: Cordaid

60 33300m30bs 3sdmo39ds Jmbgmodigdols s Imemedstsjgegdol LagBmsdm@obm 3gmgzomo
96B®0l dogd dmesbron®o gmbrol ,,Jnergoe“-ol gobsblyGo FbstrsgGon

A9sJB™O0: 0bsjma 3939880

A9sJBm®ol dmseaomg: magms (30l 3360830000

bodgosdom gmmggos: @smo 39693883000, 3038 dm3geos, msds dnmsdg, aomEzo
336733908 330m0,Oqbogm d3300m33dg, asas boge®sdg, gom byddsdg, smm @ndsdzamo,
300630 boys0dz0mo

obsobo: GOSLAB

336Ls 3megdnmo dsmmds: bsbs dgmoffzemel s (30Lsbs mEdsGosl
ISBN: 99928-824-3-3

30badsma: 03. 3shsdemols 5, 1 Lstorgemo, mdogmobo 380007, Lsjstranggeom
Lozl dobsdstrnn: Logmbgem gmmo 38, mdagmolo 380079, Lsjstroggme
Baeeggebgde: 99-99-87, 93-91-78

gsdbo: 93-91-78

E-mail: confpro@ access.sanet.ge

http://iccn.tripod.com

© 2001 by ICCN



PTR200Y

ISBN: 99928-824-3-3

e Tk



	PT 2 2001.pdf (p.1)
	Peace_Times_2_2001_geo.pdf (p.2-100)
	PT 2 2001 2.pdf (p.101)

